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We have completed 112 days of the school year and have 65 class days remaining. Seniors have 58 class days 

remaining. Remember that Winter Break will be February 17 – 21.  

 

2019 – 2020 HCS Schools calendar   2020 – 2021 HCS Schools calendar 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

The first Progress Reports of the 2nd semester will be issued middle of this coming week in Homeroom/Advisory. 

Please be sure to review your student’s Progress Report.  

 

TWO MOVING EVENTS 

Last week we had 2 very special events, both of which were attended by senior District leaders.  

 On Tuesday, the opening day of our soccer season, we retired jersey #22, the number worn by Ozzie Diaz. 

Ozzie would have been a senior this year, but as you may remember, he lost his life in a tragic accident this 

past summer. The ceremony was attended by Mr. Kirk Shrum, representing Schools Superintendent Dr. 

Davis. The ceremony between the girls and boys games reminded us all what a wonderful friend and 

teammate Ozzie was.  

 

 On Wednesday afternoon for the third year, we hosted a luncheon for our Lions’ female athletes and 

coaches in celebration of National Girls and Women in Sports Day. Dr. Davis, Superintendent of Schools, 

provided the keynote address – talking about her experiences as a two sport college athlete. Some of our 

senior, female athletes offered a presentation explaining their experiences in sports from their early years, 

and various female Luella faculty members talked about their times in playing sports. It was an amazingly 

powerful time to see the strength and importance of sports for young women, reinforcing that gender equity 

in sports is vitally important to our athletes, school and community.  

 

PRIDE OF THE PRIDE 

In addition to these two amazing events, we have even more to be proud of for this week.  

 

 On Wednesday, 25 Advanced Placement students attended and participated in the 4th Annual AP Day 

Under the Gold Dome. They were among more than 200 students from 11 high schools who represented the 

150,000 AP students across the state of Georgia in advocating for increased access and equity for AP 

programs.  They met and talked with a dozen lawmakers, sharing their proposals and research. Check out 

our Twitter feed to see pictures of the all-day event. We are the only high school in Henry County to 

participate in AP Capitol Day for multiple years.  

 

 On Thursday morning, the Henry County Chamber of Commerce and Henry County Schools honored all of 

the District’s high school STAR students and STAR teachers at a breakfast at Eagle’s Landing Country Club, 

including our STAR Student, Ryan Cortes, and his STAR teacher, Mr. Dean Goldgar. Congratulations again 

to both.  

 

 The Region 4-AAAA basketball tournament was played throughout last week, hosted by McDonough High 

School. Our Girls’ Basketball team won out and earned the Region Championship on Friday evening with a 

hard fought win over rival McDonough High School. In addition to the Region Championship, both senior 

Kelli Brown and sophomore Paris Miller were named to 1st Team All Region Team. The Lady Lions will 
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begin their state playoff run as a number one seed, playing Upson Lee High School on Friday, February 14 

at 6:00 PM in The Lion’s Den.  

 

 On Friday and Saturday, our Wrestling Lions wrestled in the State Sectionals, and sophomore Hunter 

Hensley placed and qualified to go onto the State Wrestling Championships at the end of the coming week.  

 

Please join me in congratulating all. It was another great week to be a Luella Lion! 

 

AP HONOR SCHOOL 

This past week, State School Superintendent Richard Woods announced this year’s Advanced Placement Honor 

Schools. For the fifth year in a row, Luella High School was honored in at least two categories.  

 

State Superintendent Woods said: “Behind this recognition is an enormous amount of hard work, and I 

congratulate all those who worked to expand access, improve performance, and build strong Advanced Placement 

programs in each school recognized today.”  

 

Luella High School was recognized in the following categories, as an: 

 AP Access and Support School, which is a school with at least 30% of AP exams taken by students who 

identified themselves as African- American and/or Hispanic and 30% of all AP exams earning scores of 3 or 

higher. 

 AP STEM School, which is a school with a minimum of five students testing in at least four AP STEM 

courses (AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP Statistics, AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Environmental 

Science, AP Physics 1, AP Physics 2, AP Physics C, AP Computer Science A, AP Computer Science 

Principles) 

 

SAFETY AND SECURITY 

Safety and Security continue to be our top priority each day. We do continue to use our protocols and procedures to 

assure the safety of each student and staff member. Please take a minute and review our procedures and policies:  

 To enter the building during school hours, use one of the four main entrance doors.  

o All other exterior doors will remain locked.  

 Visitors must check in at the front office and be issued a printed visitor ID badge, which must be worn while 

in the building.  

o Any visitor without this standard ID badge will be stopped and escorted to the front office.  

 All staff members will wear official picture ID badges. 

 During class time, all classroom doors will be locked.  

 

REMINDERS AND INFORMATION 

School Operation Hours:  

 The school opens at 7:00 AM each school day and closes at 4:15 PM.  

o Students should NOT be in the building outside of these hours unless they are under the direct 

supervision of a teacher or coach.  

o Students remaining in the building after 4:15 PM will be moved into the front lobby to wait for their 

pick-up or moved outside, weather permitting, by an administrator.  

 The front office is open, and telephones are answered from 7:45 AM until 4:00 PM. 

 

Seniors and Senior families: 

Remember that Senior and Graduation information is posted in the Announcement section of our 

website. Please be sure you have reviewed it.  

With the week of February 17 – 21 being Winter Break, the next edition of Pride News will be issued on Sunday, 

February 23, and the front office opened from 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM during the week.  

Thank you for your understanding of our work and your continued support for our school. We are 

#BETTERTOGETHER and together we do EXPECT Exceptional.  
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And, as always,  

Go Lions! 

Jerry Smith 


